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SPECULATING t»N Til II CO I 111-.

It Is- expected that the decision or

lh" I'nlted States Supreme Court in the
cases of the Tohacco Trust and the
Standard Oil Company charged with
having created monopolies contrary to
i lie Sherman jaw, will be nanded down
in April. We arc told by the wnshing-
-.f.n Tost that the rrcstdent has made It
plain to visitors that he "fully extjeets
the cases now pending to lip decided
in favor of the Government." and
that he does not believe that thp de¬
cisions, If adverse to tho corporations,
will have any depressing effect on

business conditions. We do not .know
what Mr. Taft's opinions arc on this
subject, and v.e have no doubt that lie
may have given expression to his views;
but we do not believe Tor n moment

that he has expressed any opinion for
publication, or that could lie used lor
ihr purpose of Influencing' the course

of the market or affecting the interests
of the litigants in Court We are told
that some lawyers who have been fol¬
lowing the proceedings in the Supreme
Court believe that there will be no

clean-cut decision in any cr.se. but that
t-omc of the points made by tile Gov¬
ernment will be sustained and some re¬

jected, and it is added that "the Presi¬
dent docs not hold this view but be¬
lieves the decisions will leave no mis-
understanding as to the meaning of
the law." We doubt that the Presi¬
dent has said anything of the sort; we

are dead sure, at lenFt. that he has not

httfinpted for publication a discussion
of the law and a forecast of the result
of the present hearing before the Su-

preinc Court.
It is said that some of the bankers

who dined with the President several
nights ago entertained the view that
the trust decisions will not cause the
slightest uncertainty tn Hie business
world, however they may go, and that
tiie country will get along very well
whether the Court is for the Govern¬
ment or against it.. Hut. as we under¬
stand, the Court 1.« to decide upon the
law and the testimony without regard
to the interests outside of these cases.

There is a growing respect for the
Court throughout the country; the ef¬
forts that have been made by politi¬
cians of partisan, sectional and Insur¬
gents tendencies. having been
thoroughly discounted by the Presi¬
dent's recent appointments to the Su¬
preme Bench

TMK STEAMSHIP 'HUM.

'extending Us activities Into many
ilWds, the United Stales Department or
.lfjsth c has attacked lite steamship
trust Suit has been brought in the
United States Circuit Court at New
York to restrain British, German,
Dutch, Russtu"n and American trans-
KtVantlc sit-'atnsliip lines carrying thlrd-
lass passengers, known as emigrant',
irom foreign countries, in violation of
the Sherman law, from entering or
«learing front the ports of the United
States at all unless they abandon an
agreement as to steerage rales said to
l.hvc been entered Into in London In
IMS, and asserted to be monopolistic.
There nre more than twelve steam¬

ship lines In the dispute. The charge
Is that these lines arc engaged In a

combination and conspiracy to pre-
*ent and destroy nil competition, either
»mong themselves or by other lines, in
tbo transportation of third-class pus-
i'i t-'Tf or immigrants to tin- t'nlted
States.

'1'h' contract on which the suit
hinges is said to have been consum¬
mated in lf«OR Under It, the steams).Ip
lines now haled into court, with the
»öl« exception of the RussInn-Amerl-
tftn line, are alleged to have formed
themselves Into "the Atlantic confer¬
ence-" By the terms of the contract,
I: is further alleged that the parties
involved acreed to divido the steer¬
age1 traffic forwarded by them, each
line getting a -percentage of the total,
and that each line agreed not to carry
Mcrrage passengers in excess of the
agreed limit. A penalty of about $25,
!t 1? asserted, was prescribed for
very stich passenger carried In excess

i.f the allotted percentage. The forfeit,
lti any ease, was to be divided among
he lompanles which, hail not carried
their share.

. Other alleged provisions art that
v.'jhenever a line transports more or
loss than fs agreed percentage of!
the traffic it shall raise or lower Its
rates to make Its business meet the
percentage agreed upon. It Is fur¬
ther asserted that If this expedient
Klgill hot have the expected effect, more
tlfastli measures shall be taken, it be-
lag provided that, where It Is possible,
the percentage must be adjusted by
iai:lng rather than lowering rates. Ab
.i-final guarantee, the contract Is said
lijr provide that each of the lints shall
Pgtce with the secretary of the asso-
tfation a note for 11.r,oo for each 1
P''r cent, of the traffic allotted to It,
this to be forfeited if the line wlth-
(Imw from the association without the
/..i; consent of the othors. Matters of

¦ dispute under «Iiis agreement are to
be referred to an arbitrator.
Tbe contention of the Government Is

that this alleged agreement is In vio¬
lation of the Sherman law in that it Is

!n combination In restraint of trade.
This law, however, bus no Jurisdiction
over the managers and owners of many
of these lines, who are citizens of
forden countries. The only course.
therefore, is to close the ports to ves-

scls owned by such persons.
This is n rather unusual way In

which to Invoke the Sherman anti¬
trust law. but it is not stretching the
purport of that national statute. What
the result will be Is a matter of con¬

jecture, and is awaited with almost
breathless Interest by those whose
welfare Is Involved in the suit.

Sims to he st oitrn.
Commander Sims has been publicly

reprimanded by the President tor his
speech nt the Lord Mayor's bano.net In
London, in which lie assured the Brit¬
ishers that "If the time ever corner

when th« British Empire is seriously
menaced by an external enemy. It I«

my opinion that you may count upon
every man, every dollar, every drop of;
blood of your kindred across the sea."|
The President says. In his communica¬
tion to th« Secretary of the Navy, that,
the business and tra'nlng of a naval,
officer should enable hint to restrain
himself within the limits of diplomatic
Intercourse. "To depart from it is not;
only it blunder, hut a fault, fnr which
the Government cannot excuse him."
Commander Sims, In the President's

opinion, "cannot escape censure on the
ground thnt what he said was an ex-1
pre.«slon of his mere personal opln-
ion," lie was present at the dinner In
London as nn officer of the United
States Navy, and, therefore, an official
representative of this Government, and
for the reason that Sims occupied this
official relation to the United States,
the President has directed the Secre¬
tary of the Navy to make his repri¬
mand of Slnis's offense as conspicuous
as was the offense itself. We do not
know what Secretary Meyer will say
to Commander Sims, lie hai been a
very efficient onicer. He will not be
detached from his ship because of hl.-
speech in London, but It Is supposed
that the Secretary will take his hide
off, sppaltlng metaphorically.
Sims made a very foolish speech,

and a speech that did not have the
least hit of sense In 't. He promised!
the British things that he could not;
perform. In the matter of money,'
Sims ha.« no dollars to spare, and In
the matter of blood he could only]pledge what he has of hi.-- own. There:
are a pood many men and a good many
dollars and a good many drops of
blood on this side of the sea that nre;
In no sense British In sympathy, but
wo can understand that Sims had to
say something, and he said It, and said
It with all the fervor of a Southern
gentleman, born to spout on occasion'
when the crowd Is good and the flagons
overilowlng. We hope that Secretary
Meyer will not be too hard on him. It
will be remembered that old .Toe Cogh-
Ian survived the punishment adminis¬
tered to him In another and mote
strenuous Administration, and that lie
died In peace.

THE XINTH STHHBT sH Oil'.
Three miles from Richmond the hot-!

löili has dropped out of Hie Ninth St reel
road. Wagons sink to the hu..s, m'ulos
can hardly pull themselves out of the
mire, people can't come to town, and
the women are praying and the far¬
mers arc fuming because the highway
commissioners, or supervisors, or what¬
ever they are called, have allowed ibis
thing to he and suffer It to Continue
without turning a hand to help pull
ti c people opt Of lie mud. A team it
four .mules, bigger mules and better
mules than Champ Clark's Speokerahlp
span, cannot pull n wagon loaded with
seven barrels of swill from tho near¬
by distillery through this slough ot
despond, und we hnve been urged to
invite the attention of the authorities,
to this swamp wltll the hope that tbey
will do something and do It right awayfor',,the relief of n long-suffering and
much neglected neighborhood of good
people.

IditiM KNOUGll pon TWO.
Now comes Rear-Admiral Wlnfteld

Scon Schley, who believes thai there is
glory enough to go around in the North
I'nic controversy. In a letter to l>r.
Frederick A. Rook, the Original Dis¬
coverer of the North Pole, written from
Washington on January 7. Admiral
Schlcy re-anirtns his helief that holh
Or'. Cook and Civil Engineer Peary
rea- hed the Pole. He does not believe jthat It would have been possible for |
these two men. riding without collu¬
sion, to have written accounts so simi¬
lar, and ho was forced to the conclu¬
sion from the striking similarity of
their stories that "each ol yon was
the eye witness of the other's success."
Admiral Schiey says further:
"While I have never believed thateither of you got within rt pin's pointof the Pole. 1 have steadfastly heldthat both got as near the goal as waspossible to ascertain, considering theImperfections, of the Instruments used

and the personal errors of Individualsunder circumstances so adverse to ab¬solute accuracy. Again, 1 have been
broad enough In my views to believe
that there was room enough at Ihr.
I'ole for two, and never narrow' enough
to believe that only one man got tln-re.
1 believe that both are entitled to the
honor achieved."
Admiral Rchley is president of tue

Arctic Cltib, under the auspices'
of which r>r. Cooko made his ex¬
pedition, to the North. rlchloy
has also a great deal of ex¬
perience In the Arctic himself, and
knowing the conditions in that forbid¬
ding region an few of the "experts"
who have sat In Judgment upon lu.
Cook, w> are Inclined lo accept his
conclusions rather than.theirs.

In the bearing now going on before
the Home Committee on Nuvnl Affairs,
Commander Peary admitted on Tue»-

day that lie hud not yet prepared n
chart of Mis Arctic trip, Mit that He
"imagined" that lie lind data hy which
he cohld prepare such a chart; He lias
also explained to ilie Committee why it
\*as that ho did not lake any white
man with him on his llual dash to the
Pole, and how It was that he did not

make a full report of Ills expedition
arid discovery to tho Government, and
why he asked that his written report
to the Coast and Geodetic .Survey be re¬
garded secret us la the soundings
made by hi III, etc., etc. Wo can under¬
stand very Well why Commander
Peary wished lo secure for himself
tile honor of discovering th< I'ole. That
was wholly natural, if a tut sclflsh, but
we do not quite understand why he
should have required tlte members or
his party to preserve silence as to
their observations without his written
permission. In reply to his explana¬
tion that they were paid for their ser¬
vices. Representative Macon, of Arkan¬
sas, who is responsible for the present
Investigation, made the point that Com¬
mander Peary was also paid for his
services as an officer of the Govern¬
ment, and that his first duty appeared
to be the making of n full report to
the Government in whoso service he
was engaged before making merchan¬
dise of it in the magazines.

\Ve never have had the least doubt
that Commander Peary reached the
Pole, but wo share In the view ex-

pressed by Admiral Sehley that both
Cook and Peary reached the Pole, and
that Cook got there fust.

dikd fob HIS MANTl.lt.
The story comes from London that a

dozen of the police of that town wero

kept at bay the other day by a bull
dog which was guarding the body of
his dcail master who had committed
suicide. After exhausting their efforts
to capture or kill tho fa'thful benst,
a physician was called in and poisoned
some meat, which was thrown Into tho
room and which the dog ate. "Not
until the .animal was dead." we arc
told, "did the police enter." It is
further said that "This Incident has;
served to 'llCrcasC the I hit. nie to
which the police arc being subjected":]
first on account of their battle with
the anarchists, and now on account of
the bull dog which died for Its mas¬
ter. We are sorry for the dog. He
should have been saved. Ills devotion
lo Iiis duty deserved better of the
brave men of the police force than a

dish of po'soncd meat, and some il l v.
somewhere, this poor creature will rise
up to condemn them.

by ijeoroe, tie n\s won.
Thanks to the splendid support he

received from his Virginia constitu¬
tum y. which only wabbled a hit when
he spoke despltcfully bl the Penio-
crats, George McLean has been nomi¬
nated for Cnlted States Senator from
Connecticut by the Republican caucus

at Hartford, which practically assures

his election; He beat Morgan G,
Bulkeley by a vote of It3 to 81. boat¬
ing lilin in both Houses of the Legisla¬
ture b'y a clear majority. We are glad
of It. lie Is a far better man thnn
Bulkeley, abler in all respects; and
Btrnighter, we believe lit will be.
first, of course, a Senator from Con¬
necticut, and may he counted on to
take care of the local Interests of his
Immediate constituency; but. in a

larger and better sense, he will be a

Senator of the United States and In
this broader way a representative In
part of the Comltlbnwealth of Vir¬
ginia, and for this reason, and ex¬

cusing his politics which is. in tin-
very hut uro of things, altogether un¬
acceptable to those who hold fast to
that which is good, we shall welcome
him most heartily to the higher ser¬
vice to which he Is about to he ailed,
air. Bulkeley made a hard fight against
"Oeorgo," but he was predestinated to

lose, as the people of Connecticut do
not fancy any more than we better
people In (he Old Dominion (he politi¬
cian who does not keep faith with his
friends.
vAftcr Senator McLean has settled
down to his work at Washington It.
Is expected that he will run over to
Richmond to sec what ho ought to do
for the Improvement of Hie conditions
In this part of his field. Being of o
business turn of mind, he will Imme¬
diately perceive the commercial and
military necessity of still further im¬
proving out- great highway' to the sea.
and being interested In the tobacco
habits of his own Immediate neighbor¬
hood he will be able to devise as great
consideration for the growers here as
for the growers in the Valley of the
Connecticut. Being, also, a graduate
of Yale University, and. therefore,
trained in proper respect for historical
traditions anil possessing a sense of
reverence for l he great men of the
past, he will join most cheerfully, wo
are sure. In pulling nn end *o the work
on the convict settlement at Beivolr,
next, door to Mount Vcrnon. We can
And work enough here to employ half
his lime. If he will work In harmony
with Senator Martin and Senator
Swo.nson of Virginia.
Now, that we have helped to elect

"Oeorge," as his old friend Bulkeloy
affectionately '-ailed him when Bulke-
ley needed him. he will rot despise
our good winnes nor disregard our
claims upon his services. p.nt we
really wish he would lake ba.-k what
he said about the Democrats in tho
heat of the campaign, and Join us In
the regret that he Is not altogether
as we should like bhn to lie

ill). I'll IHill lOSH or COMMISSION
HUM*.

Ninety-eight cities were shown a
few weeks ago to have adopted thii
Commission form of government. This
efficient method of city government,
the simpler method, has boon tried aiui
proved satisfactory In almost one bun¬
dled place*, scattered fill over tin- coun¬
try. The "Texas ides';' has mad/- good.

Blri.ee the issuance of thcuc* statistics

some time ago. Spokane has Joined tho

procession; nnd Springfield, P.oek Isl¬
and and Mollhc, nil three In Illinois,
have adopted the new form or munici¬

pal administration. The Indications
are that many other cities In Illinois
will take up the Idea ami try It out.
The Chicago Record-Herald says:
The movement for such rule has ihe

support of business men who are tired
oi graft and of the misplaced "checks
..jitil hu lances'1 that provide spoilsmen
and plunderers with rich opportunities.
It also commands the stippori of Intel¬
ligent friends of poptti tr government,
whose eyes have been opened to he
need of .shorter ballots, direct respon¬
sibility to voters, consolidation of pow¬
er and function. Commission rule Is
no panacea, aim may disclose dangers
of its own. but in many cities it Is Uta
"indicated" cure for waste, corruption
and demoralisation. 1; is the part or
wisdom to "try it out" without dwell¬ing on possible evils latent therein.

All of which Is perfectly true. The
fact stands tliat as a general rule the
commission form of goverhüten I Is a

better form of municipal administra¬
tion than any other plan which is
known so fat to experience snd prac¬
tice.

TUB HATPIN I'll I SA UK.
The masculine worms are bcglunine

Id turn In all parts or the country. On
Monday night the lower House ol the
Kansas City City Council passed over;
the veto of Mayor Drown by a vote of'
HI to '.' an ordinance making tho wear¬
ing of a hatpin, without ^protected
point, punishable by a line of from
$1 to $100. An ordinance has been
introduced In the New York CUy
Council b>" Alderman Proseher, of
Brooklyn, regulating the length of tho
hatpin and providing thai. It shall lie
furnished with a protected point upon
penalty of a llpe of |60 for each and
every offense.

If the women did not do so many
unlawful things there would ho no

necessity of making laws to keep them
down. The hatpin is a menaco to the
public safety and ought to he sup¬
pressed; but there are other matters

requiring the attention of the lawmak¬
ers. In no crowded conveyance or as-
st inbly room should the people be re-

qiiired to breathe the genus that must

Infest the hales of hair, or twine, or
excelsior. or whatever they are made
of, witli which the heads of the dear
ones are loaded. Neither should It be
permitted for the women to appear In
the streets in one-legged skirts. The
hatpin is dangerous; the other things
arc- unwholesome and inartistic, ami 't
Is the duty of the State to take care or
the good taste of the women as well
as their murderous Instincts.

LEGAL REFORM.
Law Notes declares that "Ihe move¬

ment for legal reform continues to

grow." Illinois wishes a majority
verdict of the jury. Georgia desires

thai cases on appeal he decided with¬
out reference to technicalities. Shorter
trials are demanded In Massachusetts.
Oregon is talking nbnut an amend-!
thent to Its Constitution providing for
Ihe matter of deciding cases In the
appellate court. California nnd Indiana
are sorely complaining of the law's
delay. Many of the States are already
accomplishing salutary reform In legal1
procedure. This reform Is observed
where the "people have the habit of

doing things as distinguished from ln-|
tending to .to them." These States
know a wise change when they see It.
and adopt It. Other States follow these
leaders. In legal form.

II is asserted that in these States
which protest against delay, the de¬
mand for swifter procedure Is usually
confined to the criminal courts. The
delay, which Is Injurious to the people
and to the business of the country, is,
however, thought to be the delay in
the civil, rather than tho criminal
courts. In most of the criminal courts
a prisoner who has not been balled
must be tried at the next term of court
alter lie |< indicted, unless there ts
some extraordinary reason for longer
delay. If he Is hailed, he will he tried
when his case Is reached in propc
order, nnd that means, generally speak¬
ing, quite promptly. No harm Is done
in Olthor carte. The Massachusetts
people are right when they say that
criminal trials should he made shorter.
Nevertheless, the great delay In civil
cases has caused much friction and ills-
satisfaction with thp courts In every
paii of the country. Cases in many
courts have been pending from two
to ten years-. Just what the reason !.
for this .-täte of things, nobody seems
to know. Tills condition ought to he
remedied, but the duty of changing
things rests almost wholly upon num¬

bers ol the bar, who should Insist on

legal reform.
Here .ire some of th" causes of com¬

plaint which Law Notes mentions: In
Ho- minor courts of certain Slates the
justice presiding has to depend on tho
litigants for his fees. Jf lie decide for
the plaintiff, nnd tho defendant Is
obliged lo pay the costr. before he can

appeal, the magistrate gits his fees:
If he decide for the defendant, and the
plaintiff is not a person from whom
tho costs can he collected, the magis¬
trate 'lee.? not get his foes. In those
Stall s i: 1" common practice to worry
individuals by attaching wages. Issu¬
ing writs, and generally by putting
defendants in stich a plight Unit they
mil t appeal, or pay something, for llio
single purpose of providing tho magls-
trat.- or other minor officer with the
rvherowithal. This ought to be re¬
formed.
Tho contingent fee system ought to

bo reformed likewise. The. charging
of such foes has been approved by
nearly nil the State's In the Union, tout
li Is neccssnry, because ii provides the
only means by which many persons
can go Into court and secure their
rights. Tho action of the Virginia Bar
A lal -ii as to contingent f-i-s Is
In tin right direction. Under the pro-
ii dm., adopted at live last meeting,
contingent fees are to be agreed upon

under the supervision of the court.
The next twenty years win brink

about many changes for the better In
the law ami Its procedure.

MAKING MAHIUAGH IIAHUElt,.
A news Hem yesterday declared that

Hie New York Society «.f Medical Jurls-
prudence is making a study of the
divorce statistics of this country. The
society will make recommendations for
amendments to the law. making divorce
easier and marriage thorn difficult. The
report says that tile present New York
marriage law Is 'a disgrace to civiliza¬
tion."- because It falls to specify any
restrictions as to the physical, mental.;
and moral state of the parties to the
marriage contract. The result is that]prisons, sanitariums, and asylums arc!
crowded with examples of the evil.-,
worked by the present laws.
The report asserts that "the proper

rvny to mitigate the evils of divorce is
lo mitigate the evils of our marriage
laws. Under proper marriage laws
divorce would not he the serious prob¬
lem It Is to-day."
Among the recommendations to be;

made by the Society Is tnat there
should lie legislation providing for the
publication of Intent to marry eight
days before the dato of marriage. Our-
lug this time anyone who objected
and could show rightful grounds ol
Impediment to such marriage might do
so. Habitual drunkenness of either
party, tuberculosis, or any mental or
communicable physical disease would
lie grounds for the refusal of the right
to many by the proper authorities,
"Upon the Illing of such objections the
Supreme Court should puss upon the
truth or falsity ut the charges and. It
true, should prevent the marriage."
The Society takes the position that In

divorce laws, less theology and more
sociology ought to lie brought Into
play. This seems to be in accord with
scientific thought In the matter.

Some foolish California folks are op¬
posed to A. G. Spaulcing for the United
states Senatorship from that State tie.
cause they say ho used lo be a baseball
player. air. Spaulding replies mat
Abraham Lincoln was also one We
doubt that, but surely the case of .lohn
K. Teuer, liovernor of Pennsylvania,
an ox-professional baseball star. Is in
point. Spaulding has been defeated.

Judging from the appearance of
tho .lames Itlvcr yesterday afternoon,
there Will be a Hood In the Atlantic
Ocean in a day or .-o. one tan cal¬culate the tides pretty well by watch¬
ing the .lames, the source of the Ocean.

Will the people of Richmond "pa¬
tronize" good things ut the theatre?
Ask the "Madame Sherry" Company.Kbur performances In three days to
packed houses Is the best answer, how¬
ever, to the question, "Every move¬
ment has a meaning of its own."

Tlicrc was only one little black hat
on the whole lower floor of the Acad¬
emy at the performance Saturday
night; and It was really a very nice
little hat, trimmed with crepe, and
good to look nt; but It strained the
neck of the people sitting behind It
to see over it.

cid "Bin" chandler has no patleiicewith Andy Carnegie's $10,000,000 gift
to the universal pence fund; but the
St. Paul Pioneer-Press says; "Mr
".handler Is the greatest living fault
tinder and has bee,, since they separat¬
ed him from the Government pay roll."
Our recollection Is thai he was always
pestiferously active. Speaking from
the Southern point of view, we know
that he was one of the meanest of the
Republican statesmen that ever vexed
the country, and that is saying a greatdeal against him.

He passed through town last night In
a great state of excitement, hurrying
to Charleston for the St. Cecilia Bali
to-night, for which lfe had n number of
engagements, and lie couldn't stop a
minute, this brilliant young man who
has Just taken the thirty-third hurdle
in the race of life and Is still walling
und hoping and striving for a mate.
None of his friends can understand
why he has failed in his efforts down
to this lime. Ho is good looking,
very; he lias money, plenty of it; he
has galne^ great eclat as a public
speaker and never 'fnlls to carry the
Democracy jvlth him, but he doesn't
seem lo make the leusl headway In the
most important venture of life. He
knows the wedding march from
"Lohengrin" by heart, and whistles it
continually, but he can't get anybody
to have It played for "these twins." And
there he Is and here we are wishing
that C. Norwood Ilastlc may dance him¬
self into happiness at the St. Cecilia
to-night.

For some minutes nothing moved on
Broad Street yesterday. Street cars
stopped. .Men and women stared with
distended eyes. Tho cynosure of nil
observers, the Hon. Colcman Lusltahtu
Blense, Governor-elect of South CarOi
linn, resplendent in black slouch lint
Und frock coat, strode majestically
.down tho avenue. As Millon would
have put it, "far off Ills coming shone."
It was not politics, but It was grand.

Score another point for Beck.

Bloating, Heartburn
Indigestion, Dyspepsia

and Costiveness
arc quickly overcome

when

HOSTETTER'S
STOMACH BITTERS

is taken. Try a bottle.
«

Daily Queries and Answers
r Address all communications for this column to Query Editorlimes-Dispatch. No mathematical problems will be solved nocoins or stamps valued and no dealers' names will be given

lllm-tiargcn Soldiers.
Wus I hero ever » law i> ss-^i togive .ijci soldiers preference In civilservice examination ?

OI.H SOLDI Mil.There Im 11 i.¦ following in the lie-vi ..I Statutes of iho united Stales-"Persons honorably discharged fromIii« inllllury or nnvnl service of IhoUnited State« by reason of wounds pisickness Incurred In the Hue of dutyand l)i the service shall be preferredtor appointment lo civil odlcc», pro«yldcd they are found to possess th«
necessary i|uallllcation» for the properdischarge of the duties of such ofllco.Those being given piefcrencc ur*eligible ond placed ni Hie load olthe list if thev secure an average olion os per cent."
Marble.
How Is marble polished?

i". \Vi B.The slab I« lirst rubbed with linesandstone, using hue sand and water,then a finer stotio ,,n,i Ktill liner sandaie used: then lite slab is rubbed withtine emery powder and u piece of f-dt
wrapped around Ii weight until allthe marks loft by the former procesrhuvo disappeared an,I there uppcarra comparative gloss on the surfaceThe polish Is then finished with ptitt)powder and line, clean rags.

1'iilnt I'rn Inc.
Is the quotation in which are ihowords "damn «Ith faint praise" fromShakespeare? If not, who U theauthor and what Is the whole quota¬tion?

Ii. Ii.It Is by Tope, ami the quotation Is

Damn with faint praise, assent withcivil leer.
And. without sneering, leach the rest

to sneer.

To ni,, de Janeiro.
Which Is the most direct route fromthe United states lo Rio de Janeiro,and is it a weekly or a luonthly ser¬vice? Ii. »?.If you will stale from what partof th<. railed States to Rio. an an¬

swer will lie given.
No Sequence

In a game "f eribbage a plnyii anS. B. follows with a 7 and then Awith a :.. making a run of u plays
a 7 and also claims a run of .!. Is l|(ientitled to his clsim7 W.No. because the first 7 played Inter¬
venes.

Government nl IliieslloiiH.
laj "liease name the four last mem¬bers of ('resident Tuft'.-- Cabinet: als-jHo- secretary of Hie Navy."
Tlie Secretary of the Navy Is In-

-".y--1tinted in "the four lust." These are:icorgc Von Ltngerkc Meyer. Secretaryvi Hie Navy: lUchord A. Bailtngor.Secretary of the interior; Jantes wu-
. iii. Secret a t'y of Agriculture, amiIhurtca Nugul, Secretary of Commerceund Lahor

(Iii "By whom and how are theUnited States Civil Service Commis¬sioncih und District Commissioners ai>pointed, ni>ii how long are their terms...I office,?"
The Ctvll Service Commissioner,! areitppolnted i>v the President arid con¬firmed hv Hie Senate. They hold utile«for four years,
The municipal government of (heDistrict 01 Columbia Is vested In Ihrer:ommlKStoners. Two are appointed hvthe President from citizens of the Dis¬trict, an.I Hie other Is detailed by thePresident from tin. Corps of Engineers..f the Unite,1 stales Army. They holdfor four yours.
(ei "Must all constitutional amend¬ments lie in titled by three-fourths ofthe Statea after being passed by Con¬gress?"
At Hole V. of the Federal Constitu¬tion says; .'The Congress, whenevertwo-thirds of both houses shall deemit hecesshry, shall propose amend¬ments to the Constitution, or on hp-t)ll<-ilioti of the Legislatures of two-thirds of the several Stillos, Bhall rail

n convention for proposing amend¬ments which in either case shall bevalid ,b. all Intents and purposes as
nart Of the "'.list Hut Ion. when ratifiedby the Legislature of three-fourthsof the several Slates, or by conven¬tions In three-fourths thereof, as one
<¦! ll.ther mode of ratification mayhe nroiiosod l»y Conirr*-«."ii "iTndor what department of theRoyerumeul do the secretaries andother officers of the United States CivilServhe Commission w-irk?"
The commissi..11 Is not attached tothy department;(b) "Please name the .lust Ires of theUnited states Supremo Court, also thepresiding lijdg<*'of Hie District Courtsitting ai Cincinnati."
Th" Supreme «"otirt: Edwin D.While. Chief Justice; Associate Jus¬tices.John Mi Harlan. Joseph McKeh-

ns. Oliver W. Holmes. William P. Day.Horace H. Union. Charles E. Hughes,Willis Vundovantcr and Joseph Pucker
Latnar.

A, C Thompson Is the Vodcral dls«tflct ludgo who hold« court in Cln-
< Innall.
. Hie.
Which Is the older title, "ozat" or.kaiser"? XX.
Russian philologists assert that

"czar" Is. because It Im derived from
the general Asiatic suffix familiar inbiblical niimos, such as Bclshazzar tihdothers.

CLAIMANT TO DUKEDOM
CHALLENGED TO FIGHT

i»\ i \ maiuihim: mi; i on ti:\uv.
TII.K Due ile Praslln (whose mother

was Miss KlUnboth Korb. .. .f
New Vol k, am) who Is now mar-
i bil to ihe very rlcl) nn<lwidowed Mrs. Charles Hamilton Paine,

of Boston) lias manifestly been In the
wrong In sending a challenge to theclaimant to the Dukedom of Cholsotil
ami then refusing to light him until
he has established his pretensions to
that dignity, cm aeiierai principle*,
and according t.i tue ethics «>f theduello in continental Europe, a mailIs u it called upon to grant satisfaction
on the Held ut honor to one who hears
a mime rip a title that does not be¬long to him: in.l It mity be recalledthai the present Prince of Monaco an
on'.- occasion declined, on grounds such
as these, to accept a challenge frohiBönl de Castellan!:. Hut since it wohthe Düe de I'rusllh himself who sentthe clinllenge m M. de Cholsetil.Beati-lire, lie had no right to Insist that thelatter should secure from the Keeperof the Croat Seal of Prance a ccrtl-iii¦.He that he was entitled to Hie dig¬nity of Du. de CllOlsetil, before light¬ing.
Of course there can be no questionwhatsoever .is to the right of the lute

<ie praslln to the Dukedom Of Praslln,Which was created In 1762, the presentduke being the seventh holder thereofIn direct male descent, and consequent¬ly Hie former Airs. Paine Is now afult-ltcdgCd Kreuch duchess, the Duke-;doth of Praslili having been Invested
with the rights of peerage in 1S17 amiIM'.'. Moreover, in ISIfi King i,oul:
I'bllippe bestowed Upon the llftll Duke |«:.. Praslln, grandfather of the presentduke, the dignity or Due de Choir
seiil-Praslin; while all the younger
tin inbers of Hie family have for ISO
yeses always borne the patronymic 01
i 'hois, ul-prnsllli.

Hut tin- Due de Praslln Is not theDin de ChdiSoul, and the question ol
the Inheritance of the Dukedom ofCholsetil, ib.- famous statesman of the
reign of l.ouls XV., whose downfall
and disgrace were caused by the enmityof the Infamous Mine. Du Harry, and
Wh died over ISO years ago Without
male issue to continue his honors; re-1
mains unsettled. fit fait, there Is
to-day no title of Duke of ChnlSeUl
registered by the Keeper of tin- GreatHeal of Prance, who only grants a
certificate of registration when Ihn
de: i-.-ni of the title in the male line
from the original holder Is absolutelybi yohtl question.

King George and Queen Mary, in li<
eordunco with ttme-ltonored custom,
have just received the sprigs ol' the
Glnstonbury Thorn, which from time
Immemorial have been presented to the
ruler of England and Iiis consort at
Christmas time. Not only tin- thorn,
hut also the trees which have grown
up elsewhere from its grtiflings or
cuttings, ha v»- always blossomed on
tin- ctii or Tib of January, this being
the Christmas Eye and Christmas Day;
according to the olden calendar,The while thorn in question, accord¬
ing to tradition, owes its origin 10 tin
white thorn stair or st Joseph of
Arltrathea, who It may be remembered
gave his own tomb in Hie Holy Land
us n temporary resting place for the
remains of (lie founder of the Chris¬
tian religion. In Iiis travels from
Palestine li<- brought with him the
Holy Grail and tills thorn-wood sin IT.
and when he ended his wanderings at
Glnstonbury, and erected there the
first Christian church in Kngland. ho
planted Iiis staff in Hie ground, which
thereupon, after a short time, budded
and developed Into a magnificent ll'eo.
l-'or centuries it has been revered as
the Holy Thorn, the present tree being.
of course, the growth or shoots of an
earlier tree.
There Is a most circumstantial story

in existence, of a Puritan (who after¬
wards emigrated to Massachusetts)
having attempted to cut down the Holy
ThOrn at Glastonbury, by way or show-.
Ing his contempt for what be was
pleased to describe as "childish and
idolatrous superstition." The legend
goes On to siy that Ihe Puritan smote
the tree once, but the next blow
glanev.i off. dislodging a Chip, whirl,
(low up and put out one of Iiis eves.
Hie blade of Ihe n.nc Unding its home
in his leg, which was badly wounded.
After ibis the Hole Thorn, at any rale
the one attacked by the Puritan, seems
lo have been left nlone.
Glasloiibury Abbey-.op rather Its

ruins.constitutes the most itmien I
and historic of Christian shrines In
Rnglapd, being flic burial place or tho
early Saxon Kings, and the place 61
sepulture, not only of King Arthur 01
the Hound Table, and of Queen liiiln-
Ivere, but also of St. Joseph of Athua-
then. The last Abbot of < 1 lastonbiiry.
wlio had Si. Dtlllsfnn among Iiis prede¬
cessors, was perhaps Ihe most power¬
ful ecclesiastic in Kngland at the time
of the Reformat Ton, and having -of¬
fered resistance to Henry yju./s at¬
tempts to confiscate nil monastic prop¬
erty. In spite of the defense put up
by his hundreds or monks and half-
thousand servants, was hanged on the
top of Tor Hill. Tho mime of Gluslon-

bury Ik familiar to almost every ec¬
clesiastic, both of Hie Roman Catholt.t
and Prolostäni Episcopal Churches
l.y mason of the name of (lie Clus-
lonbury ciialrs, which nie so often
used by the clergy when sitting within
the chancel rail.

When Ho- Right Hon. Sir .lames
Parke, Judge and Raron of the Court
of the Exchequer, received from QueenVictoria a peerage us l.ord \VenHlcy-dale, lor the term of his natural life.'the House of Lords. In February lit6by an overwhelming vote, refused topermit him to take ids i-oat amongthem. It did not deny the contentionof the government of the day, voicedby the l.ni',1 nun Chancellor, that thecrown lind possessed and exorcised, thetight ot creating life peerages in ihnreign "f Richard IL, but declared thatIt "objected t«. the hereditary cltarac-
let of the house being broken up and
new modeled, to (he extent desiredby and according to the discretion and
interest of the cabinet for the timebeing." The House of Lords stood ,,v
it* guns, and crown and government
were obliged to acknowledge defeat
ami in yield in the matter.
Were the present government to

carry out the threats voicedby LordCren * . Secretury of State for India,and other members of the administra¬tion, end sue.I in securing from the
erown the creation of BOO new peers.Rttlllclcnt to endow it witli a mujotit.iIn the upper chatllher of the nationallegislature, the lords might again de¬clare that the) objected to have '"thehouse In oken in upon and new modeled
to the extent desired by and accord¬
ing to the discretion and Interests qithe ministry for the time being." andrefuse t«. allow the new peers to taketllOtr seats. I

<iv they could also, by n vote of (hp
majority, suspend in turn each of ihn
new peers as he look his scat. Ac¬cording t" the terms of the EngllttlConstitution, there Is no tribunal tflwill« h he could appeal in the matter:
and thus it will be seen that the
hereditary legislators arrayed againstthe veto bill and the government
enn view with relative Indifference tho
menace of a wholesale creation of
peers, even if the sovereign were (o
comply with the demands of tho pres¬
ent administration to that effect, which,especially after the recent 'election,i« unlikely In I ho extreme.

It may lie of interest to add that Intiio case of Lord Wensleydale the op¬position to his elevation had nothingwhatsoever to do with his personality,bin was based on the nature of Ihodignity which the crown, at the in¬
stance of the government of the day,
sought to bestow upon him. Later on,
w hen he was granted an ordinary peer¬
age, with descent to his- issue In the
male line, he was warmly welcomed.
Speaker Lowthor, who for several
v ars past has been presiding over the
deliberations <if the House of Com¬
mons. Is his grandson.
(Copyright, 1911. by the Rrentwood

Company.)
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